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He had, all Ms life, been labouring to give currency among
his countrymen to a species of diluted epicurism; to erect
a certain smooth, and elegant, and very slender scheme of
taste and morals, borrowed from our Shaftesbmy and the
French. All this feeble edifice the new doctrine was sweep-
ing before it to utter ruin, with the violence of a tornado,
It grieved Wielaiid to see the work of half a century de-
stroyed : he fondly imagined that but for Kant's philosophy
it might have been perennial. With scepticism quickened
into action by such motives, Herder and he went forth as
brother champions against the transcendental metaphysics;
they were not long without a multitude of hot assailants.
The uproar produced among thinking men by the conflict,
has scarcely been equalled in Germany since the days of
Luther. Fields were fought, and victories lost and won;
nearly all the minds of the nation were, in secret or openly,
arrayed on this side or on that. G-oethe alone seemed alto-
gether to retain his wonted composure; he was clear for
allowing the Kantean scheme to ' have its day, as all
things have.' Goethe has already lived to see the wisdom
of this sentiment, so characteristic of his genius and turn
of thought.

In these controvei-sies, soon pushed beyond the bounds
of temperate or wholesome discussion, Schiller took no part:
but the noise they made afforded him a fresh inducement
to investigate a set of doctrines, so important in the general
estimation. A system which promised, even with a very
little plausibility, to accomplish all that Kant asserted bis
complete performance of; to explain the difference between
Matter and Spirit, to unravel the perplexities of Necessity

Ms patronising Dr. Gall's system of Phrenology, or * Skull-doctrine' as they call it
in Germany. But Grail had referred with acknowledgment and admiration, to the
Philosophic der Geschichte tier Menschheit. Hore lay a difference,